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Hedda Gabler has just returned from her honeymoon. She has 
married out of ennui, and is already heartily sick of her husband, who
is a plodding, pedantic academic. Upon moving into her new 
Christiania home, she soon discovers that Thea Elvsted, an old 
schoolmate whom she always envied and despised, has boldly left 
her marriage in order to be with Eilert Lövborg, a former lover of 
Hedda who is trying to overcome a past life of debauchery and 
alcoholism by creating a revolutionary new work of philosophy and 
returning to respectability. Another old flame, Judge Brack, tries to 
wheedle his way back into Hedda’s life by any means possible. 
Yearning to exercise power over someone, anyone, to “mould a 
human destiny,” Hedda begins callously to manipulate the people 
around her to devastating effect. Written at the height of Ibsen’s 
mature period, this play has endured as one of the most-performed 
and most powerful of all Ibsen’s works. Hedda is both perpetrator 
and victim, a psychologically-complex, frustrated woman trying to 
assert some control over her world. ( Expatriate) 
Read by Expatriate.  Total running time: 3:27:34

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified 
without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.
Cover picture poster of Alla Nazimova as Hedda Gabler by Unknown Artist  (1907). Copyright 
expired in U.S., Canada, EU. and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by
Annise. This design is in the public domain. 
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